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WKnowing that while they are not led by the Lord, the devil will lead
?nd breatgjin evils of all kinds such as hatreds, revenges, cunnings and deceits.”
Aeile 114

The general teasching of the toxt is that man is, at all times, led either
by the Lord, or by hells This is a well known teaching of the Word, but one
which few believe in the 1ifee lan's nature is to seek fer his own 1life, which
appears to be neither of Heaven or of hell, but =uch a life is not possibles
While we are not led by the Lord we are led by the devils If we seck a life
that is not continually from the Lord, the devil leads, The devil specifiecally
signifies the love of self. A man who leves his own life is nocessarily led by
the love of self which inflows from helle ' '

When man permits himself to bo so led, tho dovil inspires or breathes in
ovils of all kinds, such as hatreds and rovengos, cunnings and deceitss It
should be noted that hatreds and rovenges are the ovils of tho will, Hatrod is
of the intornal evil of the will, rovonge, the oxternale Cunnings end deceits
are the ovils of tho understanding, cunning, tho intoernal evil, and doceit, the
exteornale ‘ '

We belong to a nation which is charactorizod by goodenaturocdness; toloranco
and friondlinossy and the whole of oducetion in this land looks te tho fostoring
of thoso virtucss Whon we therofore read thet anger and rovenge arc tho charace
toristic evils that the devil inspires, this seems foreign to our very nature.
To many it mey appear that they have no enemies, and thet they have e friendly
feeling towards alle If generally recognized evils are condemned, no one is
angry, and yot this apparent friendliness and tolerance is decoptives Whait
chureh appeared more tolerant and more in the desire to presorve froodom for the
individual than tho church in which we worc brought up, = and yot how angry and
intolorant it beceme at the menifestation of the internal senso of tho Worde
From this we can learn a lesson that applies to alle

: For the most part, angor and rovonge are not aroused by condemnation of
what is geumerzlly recognized as ovil, but by a judgment on what is bolioved to
bo goods Particularly is angor aroused whon an oxtornal good or truth which was
originally from the Lord, but in which the Lord no longer dwolls, is seon in the

light of an intorior truth; for such a truth touches tho apparont goods and
truths which ero dearcst to e man, and causc him to roact with what appears to
him a8 righteous indignation, and appropriate punishment. So does the anger and
revenge inspired by the devil apypear to the man.

411 evil and falsity arise from the separetion of a good and truth of =
lower degree from the good and truth of a higher degree, while regeneration
consists in reducing the apparent goods and truths of a lower degree into subs
servience to the goods and truths of a highoer degroe, until they become genuine
and serve the highor dogroes This process continuos in its ascont from ono
degreo to anothors ‘ A

Consider the following illustrations If a man, living in a tpwn near a
well=loved and awe~inspiring mountain, beyond which lay a great range of moun«
tains, were to rise on wings %o g great Weight, then the nearwby mountain would
appear to sink until it zppeared like an insignificant hill, while the great
range of mountzins in the distance would look greater, highsr, and. yore magnie
ficent than from below. If, on his return, he told the people of the town how
insignificant and small thejr beloved mountein looked from on high, compared to
the great range of mountains beyond, they would become angyys Hills and
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mountains represent loves and when from an elevation it is seen that the loves
which are near and dear to a man are little and insignificant, compared to the
loves that a man has only seen at a distance, his anger is aroused, and this
tonds to carry over into revenges

i man has many loves which have not been brought into order and correse
pondence with more interior loves: for exemple, in tho Church; lovaes of things
in the literal sense of the Word, which in him do not correspond to the living
internzl sonses loves for the e xternal of the Church which do not as yet corres=
pond with the Kingdom of the Lords in general a love of the external things of
charity which do not correspond with the internal things of charity; the love of
the exbternal things of conjugial love which do not correspond with love truly
conjugial; the love of children and one's family, ungualified by the Word seen in
the light of the Doctrine of the Church; the love of nature, the love of the arta;
the love of science, the love of politics and economics. A1l theso loves a man
has by nature and from the world, and all must be totally changod, ordered, and
proporly subordinated. Some must be left, at lomst for a time, and all, as it
were die, before they can be of use as seen in the light of genuine Doectrines

“Jhen stated in this general form, a man does not become angry, but when
jnterior truths begin to touch is particular those loves which are dear to him,
he reacts with more or less violence. He ends by either submitting to the truth
or by beting the truthe Whother wo say heting the truth, or hating the one who
is in the truth, it is the same thing, for one who hates the truth, in which thero
. is judgment, also hates. the one who is in it. Such hatred of interior truth
brosks forth in the other world as hatred against the Lord; and this often is true
of those who believed they loved the Lord mors than others.

Let us pray that we may acknowledge and believe "that in so far as we are
not led by the Lord, the devil will inspire these evils into the hearts of us all'.
Thie hatred breaks forth into revenge; namely, an attempt to harm and destroy
the truth with ourselves and with others by every poesible meanse Tho means
used are cunnings and deceitss Not only cunnings and deceits by which we deceive
othors but particularly cumnings and deceipts by which we doceive ourselvoss
The will, with the greetest cunning, brings forth reasons of all kinds to turn
away the power of the truth; it confuses men by bringing other truths from the
Word or the Doctrine which spparently weaken the force of the truth and its
judgmentes It charges the truth with being extreme, exaggerated, or impractical
‘at this time. The short comings and faults of the man whe is in the truth are
pointed to, in order to weaken the truth which he is in, At other times, when
one can not escape the logic of the truth, one appears to accept the truth, and
in fact to be more in it than others, in order unconsciously to turna it to ons's
own endse Thus the cunnings and deceits, that is the internal end external wiles,
which the devil bresmthes into a man, particularly a man of the Church, are legion,
and he can only be protected from them by being continually led by the Lorde

The subtlety of these cuﬁnings and decoits lies in the fact that the man
who is in them is usually quite unaware of theme The man is porsuaded that he is
more honest and straightforward than others.

In tho early Christian Church, to leave the obvious loves of tho world
was easior, for they wore porsacuted by thoe worlde Their country was an onomy
to them, throatoning to deprive thom of their wealth end lifes All tho arts
about thom wore dedicctod to heathon gods which woro being worshippods Tho moral
code was non=christian, the attitude fowards wife and children was differents
Under such circumstancesy a breaking awey from the mode of life of those around
was obviously nscessary, and in one sense, easye A mixture of the life of the
church with the 1life in society about them was scarcely possible, and when this
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barrier broke down and the Emperor of Rome became Christian, the beginning of the
end was et hands Constantine became Christian in the year three hundred nities
Sixteen years later, in the year threec hundred twenty-five the Council of Nicaoe
took placcs

o live in a world which doos not appear inimicalj our country protects
religious freodome A4t least the oxtornal of Christian morality is maintained by
manys Tho deadly hatred which would break forth if the truth were to touch tho
world in such a way as to cppoar to threaten its mode of life, is lacking, for the
world has no fear of use -

" This is all in Providence, for the New Church is to be ostablished by
overcoming internal onemics, for it is an internal Churchs The encmiocs which
throaton to destroy our lifc arc net of tho world outside of us, but arc the
things of the world which have ontored into us, and which often appoar to bo good
and truo things. Tho momont we arc not lod by the Lord 1t is thoso things which
ccuse wue to broek forth in hatrods and rovonges, cunnings and deceits egainst the
gonuine goods and truths of the Churche

We have treated concerning the love of the world as opposed to the living
things of the Church; we will now consider the love of self and the nature of
its opposition to the living things of the Churche

The essence of the love of self is the desire or longing to be lovoed by
otherse Hvery man has something of this love, = if he had not, he would not  be
humene Even animels heve this love. With infants and little children this love
is strong; in fact it is the first love that they have. From this it can be seen
that in its essence it is a celestial love. When this love, however, becomes the
head, end is not disciplined, it rushes on into all insanity. One wishes to be
admired and loved more than anything olse, One wishes to be adored, and finally
worshipped. The kings of old at times had themselves deifieds If this love is
again ordered, =~ if from the head, it is placed in the feet, = it again becomes a
colestial love, for the love of being loved by the Lord is the reciprocal of Love
into the Lord; and the love of being loved by the neighbor is tho reciprocal of
loving the neighbors This may throw furthor light on the roason why Abram, whe
represented the idolatry of the love of self in the eleventh chapter of Genesis,
in the twelfth chapter represented the celestials

Tt is particularly those truths which would convert the love of selfy =
that isy, the love of being loved, ~ from the head to the feet, when they intimat-
oly toush the 1ife of men, that cause man to break forth in hatreds, revenges,
ounnings and decoits, and in this, no man can conquer from himsslf: "Knowing that
if they are not led by the Lord the dovil will lcad and breathe in ovils of all
kinds, such as hatrods, revengos, cunnings, and docedts"s

If we soo that the essence of the love of self is the desire to be loved,
it is evident that the love of self usually does not manifest itself as what is
called egotism, Uhat is called egotism is more apt to be = manifestation of the
love of the world, or still more likely, of the love of pleasures One who is in
the love of self, in tho perverted sense, often appears good natured, gonerous,
and sumpathetic, for such a one cultivates all the so called virtues which cause
others to love him, for this is his ruling love. It is the manifestation of tho
ovil love of solf which lies behind theso apparent virtuss and which causes the
breaking forth of hatreds, rovenges, cunnings and doceitse Tho love of self is
converted when it is in the last placo and the love of usc is in the first placos
The love of use in its essenco, is tho love thet tho Lord's Kingdom should come,
and the love to comoperate with the Lord, as if from self, to this ends Amen,
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